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7. Account of a Visit to the King of Bur Sin, 64 miles to the North of the 
Gambia. By Col. Luke Smyth O'Connor, c.b., f.e.g.s. 

Communicated by the Colonial Office. 

Government House, Batluirst, Gambia, 24th January, 1856. 
Sir, — I have the honour to transmit a treaty of amity and commerce entered 
into by me with " Bucarie Chillas," King of " Bur Sin," at his Majesty's 
seaport " Joal," on the 22nd instant. 

The 23rd of December special messengers aiTived at Bathurst bearing a 
letter from the King of " Biir Sin," and a request that I would meet him at 
Joal, " where he would wait tny arrival." 

I arranged to leave in her Majesty's colonial steamer Dover the 3rd of 
January, but a report of the Mahometans of Combo assembling at the King of 
Jambool's induced me to tarry until the 23rd instant, when I proceeded to 
Joal, situated 64 miles north of Bathurst, and about 26 south of Gore'e. 

A deep shallow bay indents the coast from the Red Bank (fatal to so 
many vessels) to Joal, which cannot be approached nearer than 3 miles by 
ships drawing more than 8 feet of water. 

At particular seasons of the year, and when the wind blows on shore, 
the fearful rollers and a heavy surf render either disembarking or embarking 
impossible, and any unlucky craft once embayed becomes a wreck, which the 
natives seize upon, plunder the cargo, break up the vessel, even to the last 
copper bolt, and carry away the crew into the interior, no matter of what 
nation or complexion they may be. 

In January, 1853, Captain Barron, of the United States sloop of war 
Jermytown, visited me at Bathurst, having been at Joal to demand restitution 
of an American ship which had been wrecked and thus summarily treated ; but 
as he quaintly remarked, " ' A pretty demand ! ' the king and chiefs said ; 
" God had sent them the vessel and cargo ; the white people were at some 
short distance, and, being useless, would be given up to their countrymen." 

Captain Barron's view was correct ; you might land an army at Joal, 
and, unless the natives chose to accede to your request, " all demands " 
would be futile, for they have only to withdraw to the desert, and leave 
climate, fatigue, and drought to combat for them. 

I therefore deemed it a very desirable object to meet half-way the king's 
propositions — 

" To open trade between Sin and Gambia, to secure and protect all 
vessels and persons wrecked on his shores :" and I have had the satisfaction of 
being the first English, if not European Governor, who ever visited this wild 
and singular people ; but, what is of far more importance to the cause of 
humanity and civilization, accompjlished every object 1 desired in making the 
treaty. 

Having anchored off Joal on the evening of the 21st instant, I despatched 
the king's messengers, my own interpreter, and Massara, the chief of the 
Gambia Mahometans, and a native of Bur Sin, to pay my respects to the king, 
who returned his " compliments and thanks for my visit, lie having stood on 
the beach five weeks to receive me, aud that three canoes would be with me in 
the morning for my people." 

I landed on the 22ud at 10 o'clock, accompanied by Mr. Fenton, Acting 
Chief Justice; Mr. Chown, a Bathurst mercliant ; Lieutenant O'Shaughnessy, 
and 14 men of the 2nd and 3rd West India regiments as a guard, more for 
display than necessity. 

A shelving shore of rocks and thick fetid mud covered with seaweed 
trends inwards. The strand was covered with natives of all ages, perfectly 
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astoiiislieil at our appearance, but quiet and orderly ; certain Iieadmen received 
me in tlie most friendly manner and led the way to Joal. 

The king sent word " he was not yet dressed — he did not expect me so 
early." After some delay his Majesty came with drums, singing men pro- 
claiming his power, and surrounded by a numerous body of followers armed 
with French and foreign guns, spears, and swords ; a large circle of densely- 
packed natives sat on the ground, and the palaver commenced. 

Bucarie Chillas is not more than 22 years of age, fully 6 feet 4 in height, 
of powerful, athletic frame, independent, haughty manner, of a pleasing coun- 
tenance, and seemingly enlightened and decided disposition. He spoke entirely 
for himself, made no appeal to his headmen, and discussed with very singular 
clearness and acuteness the several clauses of the proposed treaty. His Majesty 
remarked, " the main object was to have traders accredited from me to his 
country: all with 'my book' claimed his protection; but wanderers (vaga- 
bonds) and people who came to Joal, paid no custom, and sold their goods 
to whoever chose to purchase, had no right to demand redress from the king if 
insulted." He objected to a fixed tariff, as is the case with Demba Sonko, 
King of Barra, because " the trader bringing a can of rum ought not to pay 
to the king the same duty as another man bringing a hogshead, or one bringing 
a few heads of tobacco pay the same as the man with a cargo of goods, but the 
king required custom in proportion to the stock for sale." 

" Our vessels and mariners wrecked to receive protection, notice being sent 
to me or to the Governor of Goree." 

The clause, " All traders to behave orderly and respect the laws of Bur 
Sin," met with general approbation. 

His Majesty was vastly pleased with the soldiers — the first regular troops 
he had ever seen — particularly with the firelock exercise, marching, a few 
simple movements, and the firing. He requested " I would sufler my men 
to sit down, as they must be tired standing ;" which I informed him was 
never permitted on duty. When he accompanied me to the beach (a mark of 
especial favour) his Majesty presented the guard with two bullocks. 

Prior to embarking I called on three French Missionaries who lead a 
dreary, precarious life, tolerated, but not encouraged ; the king " requested I 
would not visit the French until I had seen him," and subsequently informed 
me that they wanted a grant of land as a right, but this he was resolved not 
to concede to them. His Majesty is evidently keenly jealous of any foreign 
settlement being made in his territory. 

After sunset a salute from heavy buccaneer (elephant) guns was fired 
from the shore in honour of the treaty, and returned by the Dover with seven 
carronades. When the last boat came off', three bullocks, presents, were left 
on the strand ; but I had not time, nor, indeed, the means, to fetch them to 
the steamer. 

" Bur Sin," the aorthevn boundary of the extensive kingdom of " Bvir 
Sallum " (visited by me in May, 1854), divides it from the wild tribes of 
" Bowals, " Syrias," and " Lebous." There is no correct survey or any 
accurate knowledge of the interior of the country, its extent or resources, but 
the natives always have been, and are, a source of terror to all mariners and 
traders coasting from Senegal to the south. 

The Syrias (or Sarreres) frequenting Bathurst, many of whom engaged, 
in my irregular contingent, against the Mahometan rebels of Combo in July 
and August last, acknowledge Bucarie Chillas as their king. 

The men of Bur Sin are tall, muscular, warlike in appearance, maimer, 
and gait, of a deep black colour, not marked or tattooed ; they wear gre-gris, 
and believe in the " fetish." To me they seemed a finer and more civilised 
race than the people of " Bur Sallum." 

The women are tall, full, well made, with small high features, thin 
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lips, and sparkling eyes, and, judging from the swarms of children, most 
prolific ; they performed a native dance in compliment to me, wild enoiigh, 
and with gestures and movements most obscene and indecent, exceeding any 
I had ever witnessed before in Africa. The " Sin " women, like their " Sallum " 
neighbours, are celebrated for their good looks and hcentiousness. 

The exports from " Biir Sin " are gum, corn, rice, ground-nuts in small 
quantities, lime, cattle, hides, ivory. A Bathurst merchant received recently 
from Joal two elephants' teeth, each weighing 56 lbs. ; but commerce might 
be vastly increased if a friendly feeling was cultivated and secured. 

Cattle, so much wanted in Bathurst, could be conveyed in droghers or 
canoes, or driven overland through Sallum and Barra. African kings require 
their produce to be sent for ; they say, " We have no time or people to 
spare." 

The king resides in the interior, and pays a brief annual visit to Joal 
to regulate the trade and customs ; on leaving for his capital, the huts occu- 
pied by his Majesty and followers are burned, as no subject is worthy to 
occupy them. 

One superstitious custom seems worthy of mention : in a group of trees 
on the shore, 3 miles from Joal, stands a gigantic " baobab," or monkey bread- 
tree (a landmark seen many miles at sea, which, if we credit Humboldt and 
other savans, may be coeval with those ancient denizens of the Senegal forests, 
upwards of five thousand years old). If the efBgy, or a portion of the 
garment, of any obnoxious person is put in this tree, and certain heathen 
rites performed, the individual bewitched wastes away by slow degrees, and 
finally perishes. 

Nor is this absurd idea confined to the Africans, but implicitly believed 
by many French and British Jolloif families, who employ a messenger to 
undo the incantation and remove the curse. I was gravely assured, with 
every appearance of reliance in the truth of the story, a family named Vin- 
cent, of " Gore'e," died one after another from the influence of the great gre- 
gris-tree. 

I will no longer trespass on your time or attention by entering into 
any more diffuse detail of this very interesting and, I love to hope, beneficial 
expedition ; still, permit me to observe, the treaty I have made in no way 
compromises her Majesty's Government, or involves more or less any responsi- 
bility ; it is purely and solely a commercial and humane convention, one I 
trust likely to insure protection and security to all traders, European or 
American, who may be unfortunately driven on the shores of " Bur Sin." 

The Bight Hon. H. Labouchere, ^ ^^"'^' *<'•' 

(tc. &c. L. Smyth O'Connor. 



8. Notes on an Expeditum dawn the Western Coast of Africa to the 
" Bijuga Islands," and the recently discovered river Kittafiny. By- 
Colonel L. Smyth O'Connor, c.b., f.e.g.s. 

Communicated by the Colonial Office. 

Government House, Bathurst, Gambia, 
25th January, 1858. 

Sib, — In connexion with my Despatch, 22nd December, 1857, I have now 
the honour to transmit herewith a detailed Report of my recent Geogra- 
phical Expedition down the coast to the " Bijuga Islands," and to a certain 
extent up the "Kittafiny River," the supposed stronghold of a large slave- 
dealing establishment. 
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